HS HB 668 -- TRANSPORTATI ON ACCOUNTABI LI TY (Crawf ord)

This substitute establishes various accountability nmeasures for
t he Departnent of Transportation.

JO NT COW TTEE ON TRANSPORTATI ON OVERSI GHT

The substitute expands the duties of the Joint Commttee on
Transportation Oversight. The commttee will be required to neet
four times a year, in addition to its annual neeting. The bil
spells out the agenda itens in addition to those which nay be
established by the co-chairs. 1In addition to its current duties,
the conmttee may:

(1) Require the Inspector General to review, exam ne, or verify
the contents of the annual report submtted to the commttee; and

(2) Direct the Inspector CGeneral to conduct a nmanagenent
eval uati on or program eval uati on.

| NSPECTOR GENERAL

The O fice of Transportation |Inspector General is created and
assigned to the General Assenbly. The Inspector General wll
serve as Executive Director of the Joint Conmttee on
Transportation Oversight and will be appointed to a five-year
termby majority vote of the Speaker and the Mnority Leader of
t he House of Representatives, the President Pro Tem and the

M nority Leader of the Senate, and the Chairman of the H ghways
and Transportation Comm ssion. The Inspector General nust:

(1) Have at least five years of experience in simlar auditing
or investigatory work;

(2) Have no pecuniary interest or act as an agent for, directly
or indirectly, the sale of road or bridge building material,

equi pnent, tools, machinery, or supplies; the design,
construction, or maintenance contract of any hi ghway or bridge;
or insurance or financing connected with the conm ssion; and

(3) Be bonded with a federally certified surety conpany.
The I nspector General is required to:

(1) Pronote efficiency and integrity in the adm nistration of
the prograns and operations of the departnent;

(2) Detect and prevent fraud, waste, and abuse in departnent
prograns and operati ons;



(3) Help assure that the departnment is operating in conpliance
with the constitution and laws of the United States and the State
of M ssouri;

(4) Keep the conmm ssion and joint commttee fully infornmed about
any problens or deficiencies relating to the departnent;

(5) Conduct managenent and program eval uations of the
depart nent;

(6) Reviewcitizen and state personnel conplaints concerning the
departnment; and

(7) Exercise |limted subpoena power.
H GHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATI ON COVM SSI ON

The substitute requires that nenbers of the H ghways and
Transportati on Conm ssion be appointed by the Governor from anong
candi dat es nom nated by the | eadership of each political party in
t he House of Representatives and Senate. Every two years the
Governor will appoint one candi date fromeach party. Candi dates
must be appointed by July 1 in even-nunbered years. Wen a
vacancy on the conm ssion occurs, the House and Senate | eadership
of the political party of the vacating nenber nust submt three
candi dates for selection within 30 days. The Governor has 30
days to appoint the new nenber. The new nenber will serve only

t he remai nder of the unexpired six-year termof the vacating
menber.

Comm ssi on nmenbers are prohibited from nmaking contributions to
any political candidate, party, or organization or take part in
any political canpaign, except that comm ssion nenbers wll be
allowed to contribute to political canpaigns if the canpaign is
for elective office sought by a comm ssion nenber’s spouse or
famly menber related within the second degree of consanguinity.
Comm ssion nenbers nmay participate in a fundraiser for that
menber’ s enpl oyer so long as the fundraiser is not for political
pur poses.

STATE OF THE STATE ON TRANSPORTATI ON

The substitute requires the Director of the Departnent of
Transportation to present a state of transportation address to a
joint session of the General Assenbly by February 15 each year.
DEPARTMENT CONTRACT DI SPUTES

The substitute requires that any dispute or controversy in excess
of $25,000 agai nst the Departnment of Transportation stemm ng from



a contract award be settled, upon request, by arbitration

adm ni stered by the Anerican Arbitration Association in
accordance wth its Construction Industry Arbitration Rules. Any
j udgment on the award rendered by the arbitrator nay be entered
in the circuit court of Cole County.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON

The Departnent of Transportation will be prohibited from having a
position of |Inspector General or any person who acts in the
capacity as I nspector General with the function provided in this
substitute.

FI SCAL NOTE: Estinated Net Effect on General Revenue of Unknown
G eater Than $161,549 in FY 2004, Unknown Greater Than $176, 062
in FY 2005, and Unknown G eater Than $176,062 in FY 2006.
Unknown cost is subject to appropriations and the request for
addi ti onal personnel by the Inspector General. Estimted Net
Savings to H ghway Fund of Unknown Greater Than $330,849 in FY
2004, Unknown Greater Than $397,019 in FY 2005, and Unknown
Greater Than $397,019 in FY 2006.



